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Option 1 (first page): students determine which pedigree represents which trait. It is recommended to do this together as a class, as 
a discussion to work through each pedigree. 

Option 2 (second page): Just a simple cheat sheet. Also serves as answer key to first page. 

- To have handy for beginners to navigate through worksheets
- To use for students with IEPs who need extra resources
- To use during an open note quiz or during a test

- Introduce carriers after you’ve done a basic lesson on pedigrees. 
- X linked recessive and autosomal recessive can be VERY similar. To help students navigate this, you can give them the pattern of

inheritance, and have them explain WHY it’s this pattern. This is a more effective way of testing their understanding. 
- Pedigrees are a great tool for students to navigate critical thinking skills. If the pedigrees are too complicated, this can prohibit some 

productive thought flow, and lead to frustration. I’d recommend keeping pedigrees simple, and you can add more difficult ones as
you go, or as bonus work. 

http://www.biology-roots.com/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Pedigree-Practice-The-Blue-People-Pedigree-Activity-593864
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Pedigree-Practice-1661497
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Pedigree-Notes-PowerPoint-Presentation-1632480


Affected parents can have 
unaffected children.

Typically do not skip 
generations. 

Unaffected parents can have 
affected offspring. 

More likely to skip generations. 

Trait never transfers from 
father to son. 

Affected males will have 
affected daughters.

More common in males.

Trait never transfers from 
father to son. 

Female carriers can pass the 
trait to their sons.
Affected females will have 
affected sons.  

*carriers shown for easier understanding

Affected male

non-affected  male

non-affected  female

Affected female

Carrier female

Carrier male

Carrier is a term often used in pedigrees to 
describe a heterozygous individual who carries a 
recessive trait, but does not have it (sometimes 
referring to an inheritable disease). 
Carriers are not always depicted on a pedigree-
sometimes you have to figure them out!
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Determine which pedigrees below are autosomal dominant, autosomal recessive, x linked dominant, or x linked recessive. Each type of 
trait is only used once. Write the term in the box above the pedigree.

http://www.biology-roots.com/
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